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SYNTHESIS 


ATHENS CENTER OF EKISTICS 

Rapidly growing interest in Ekistics encouraged the tales 
Technological Organization to start Ekistic research and edu- 
cational programs in 1958, and in 1963, to establish the Athens 
Center of Ekistics to foster a concerted program of research 
education, documentation, and international cooperation in 
all major fields related to the development of human settle- 
ments. 


ATHENS EKISTICS MONTH 

International Seminar on Ekistics 

This two—week seminar is intended as an intensive introduction 
to the science of Ekistics and the problems of human settle- 
ments. It provides an opportunity for interdisciplinary ex- 
change of ideas and discussion on growth and change, with 
particular° emphasis on future developments. The seminar 
includes lectures, presentation of actual projects, and both 
group and panel discussions. It is open to practitioners, ad- 
ministrators, educators, and research workers, in this field. 


Ekistic Research Dis@ussions 
Special research problems in the field of Ekistics are discussed 


by groups of invited experts. 
Delos Symposion 


thorities from different disciplines, countries, and cultures, 
discussing problems of human settlements. 


PUBLICATIONS 

Ekistics /Oixtotixh 

This monthly periodical first appeared in October, 1955, as 
the “Tropical Housing and Planning Monthly Bulletin.” It 
changed its name to “Ekistics” in October, 1957, and has 
continued to publish abstracts and original articles on the 
problems and science of human settlements. 


Ekistic Index 

This is a monthly publication consisting of a short list of cross- 
referenced articles, selected from a large number of periodicals 
from several countries. The selection is based on the interest 
of the articles to planners, architects, social scientists and 
others concerned with developments in the field of Ekistics. 


Newsletter 
organizations and other friends of ACE. 


EKISTIC STUDIES 
of Higher Studies in Ekistics 

The program commences on October | each year for a duration 
of twelve months, including a one-month vacation. It compri- 


An informal gathering afloat, of a small group of invited au- - 


a 


ses field practice and research in the mornings, lectures and 
seminars in the afternoons. Candidates must possess an M.A. 
or M.S. Degree in any of the disciplines related to Ekistics 
—architecture, engineering, toéwn-planning, economics, so- 


ciology, geography, etc.—or a B.A. or B.S. Degree, plus at. 


least three years experience in research or practice, confirmed 
by three letters of recommendation. 


EKISTIC RESEARCH PROJECTS 
The Athens Center of Ekistics is currently involved in three 
main research projects to explore human settlements at three 
key scales: 


The City of the Future 

This project studies the largest scale of human settlements 
and is mainly concerned with long-range future projections 
of urban development. It postulates a new era of «dynamic 
balance to be reached a century from now, “‘Ecumenopolis”’ 
(a worldwide urbanization pattern), following a ‘“‘megalopol- 
itan era” with more and larger megalopolises than the ones 
already emerging. The approach tends to synthesize a consid- 
erable number of partial aspects into a total picture on the 
basis of an ad hoc evolved methodology. 


The Capital of Greece . 

This project explores the “intermediate’ metropolitan scale 
by concentrating on one particular case (Athens), studying 
its growth structure, as well as alternative future development 
possibilities. It also compares this case with a number of 
other metropolises in the range of 1.5 to 4 million inhabitants, 
and in a variety of cultural settings, development levels, etc., 

in order to distinguish those features that seem to character- 
ize Athens exclusively, from those of a wider or universal 


coverage. 


The Human Community 

This Project focuses on the largest urban sub-unit which still 
remains at the urban scale (here termed ““Community Class 
IV,” usually of a size of 6-15,000 inhabitants), thus being better 
suited to preserve human values. Again, the examples are 
taken from Athens, where some 5,000 questionnaires were 
administered to 12 such units, while an interdisciplinary com- 
parison with similar units from other metropolises throughout 
the world is planned for the next phase of research. 


WORLD SOCIETY FOR EKISTICS 

The decision to found this society was taken in 1965 and all 
formalities completed in 1967. Its purpose is to study man’s 
patterns of living and their physical expression in the past, 
present and future. Membership is based on excellence in any 
professional field which contributes to Ekistics. 


Further information on all the above obtainable from: The Athens Center of Ekistics, Box 471, Athens 186, Greece. 
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